
An Ode to California and Michigan and You [the DoR] 
by Jennifer Granholm 

 
Michigan and California may seem worlds apart; 
Us from the north, the West is your heart.  
But upon closer look, for what it’s worth, 
You might think we were separated at birth. 
Both states have borders defined by water — 
Granted your weather’s just a smidge hotter. 
Both states with flora and fauna so fertile, 
Who knew — both our state reptiles?  The turtle! 
 
More than symbols that connect us, 
Our city names also intersect us. 
We’ve got Beverly Hills and Burlingame, and so do you; 
You’ve got Oakland and Berkeley — we’ve got them too! 
Of course we have towns named Hell and Bad Axe; 
Or tell folks for fun you’re going to Climax … Michigan. 
 
But here’s the big difference between you and me: 
In Michigan the legislature is all GOP. 
Fortunately the midterms gave us a Dem, 
Governor Whitmer is standing up to them! 
But Republicanism has taken its toll;  
Here’s what Michigan got with full GOP control: 
They won’t fund infrastructure despite people’s gripes, 
No new roads or bridges or underground pipes. 
They lead poisoned children in the city of Flint, 
They’re slashing the reach of labor’s footprint. 
They won’t pay to retrain our jobless folks, 
They say climate change is all a hoax. 
They passed laws making it harder to vote, 
While trickle down theory gets jammed down our throat. 
Legislative panels up to no good, 
Obsessed over defunding planned parenthood. 
And if any of that sounds familiar to you, 
Time to paint every state California blue! 
 
I can’t end this ode without doing a dump, 
On the child in the White House, Donald J. Trump. 
Building huge walls are part his plans, 
Must all be related to the size of his … hands. 
He insults immigrants and people of color, 
Can’t wait til he meets his maker, Bob Mueller. 
 
His bromance with Putin is treasonous, 
And 15 times daily now he lies to us! 
Who needs his State of the Union speech? 
Mueller will give us enough to impeach! 
Yes, I know — in Congress it’s gridlock times ten, 
But seems like it's time for some more estrogen. 
Pelosi’s the new sheriff in town, 
She and Chuck will stop the shutdown. 
So Mighty Rossmoor Dems, you know what to do: 
In 2020 we take the White House and the senate too! 
 


