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Sooner than we think, we will vote in 
the California Primary—March 3, 
2020. Through the next months, we 
may be tempted to focus on Trump 
distractions, his despotic obstruc-
tions, and his disregard for Congres-
sional oversight. Our hope is that we 
will resist the Twitter deluge and 
focus instead on the messages that 
our Democratic Party Presidential 
candidates offer the nation. 

In March, several members of the Democrats 
of Rossmoor met to examine and vote to 
prioritize the issues that are most important to 
us. The results were interesting, especially 
because our number one identified priority is 
Political Campaign Reform with most votes 
going to abolishing the Electoral College, 
reversing Citizens United, preserving Voting 
Rights, and public funding of campaigns. Our 
concern about winning the popular vote yet 
losing gerrymandered states in the Electoral 
College was evident. How fortunate we are to 
live in California, especially in Contra Costa 
County where our Election Commission won 
a National Award as best in the nation for 
election integrity and systems.  Nevertheless, 
our politically savvy members realize that we 
must support the right to vote in other states 
where Republican led initiatives have 
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suppressed voting, especially by 
minorities and Democrats. Swing 
Left, a group we support, works here 
in Rossmoor every week to promote 
voter registration in targeted states. 
Join the effort. 

Our second priority is health care. 
We will fight against any weakening 
of Medicare and the Affordable Care 
Act, and especially oppose the very 

real possibility that pre-existing condition 
coverage will be at risk if the Republicans 
repeal the ACA policies.  

Two priorities tied for third: Environment and 
the Economy. We know that climate change 
is the greatest, existential threat this planet 
faces, and we pledge support of alternative 
energy goals, return to the Paris Accord, and 
restoration of EPA regulations that guarantee 
clean air, water, and soil. The environment 
connection to campaign reform and voting rights 
is strong because we need to elect legislators 
who recognize the dangers of climate change 
and are willing to find and implement 
solutions. We have ten more years, according 
to leading scientists, to win and stop 
destruction of the earth as we know it. 

Continued on page 2 
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President’s Message, continued from page 1 

We also know that the opportunities for real 
jobs in the alternative energy industry are 
great. Already, more than 500,000 people 
work in that industry, and all Democratic 
candidates support bringing new manufac-
turing opportunities to those whose jobs are 
eliminated—coal and oil field workers 
especially. Our candidates all commit to major 
infrastructure projects, desperately needed in 
every state, including California. We’re grateful 
to Governor Newsom for his proposed budget 
that allocates significant dollars to the 
environment, affordable housing (economy), 
education, and infrastructure. 

Fortunately, all of our Democratic Party 
Candidates for President (twenty at last 
count) are committed to our priorities. No 
matter who wins our primaries, we can be 
grateful that when we have a government led 
by a Democratic President, Senate, and 
House of Representatives we will return to 
respect for the Constitution and legislation 
that truly raises all boats. We are committed 
to a unified Party; that all of us will work 
diligently to elect the Democrat whom we 
select as our candidate without reservation. 

Please join us as a club to watch the 
Democratic Party Debates in June and July. 
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Contribute, if you can, to candidates who 
appeal to you to make sure they are part of 
the debate group. Even $1 counts as a 
contribution. Join a campaign activity—you 
can find them posted on our website and in 
our newsletter. And, thank you for all you do 
as a member of our club (the largest 
Democratic Party Club in the nation) and for 
our community. The march to 2020 has begun! 

Katha Hartley 

May 9 and June 13 — TGWD 
The May and June Thank God We’re Democrats events have been cancelled. Instead, 
we encourage you to attend the May 29 Women’s Conference (see page 3) and the 
June 26 and 27 Democratic Party Presidential Candidates’ Debates (see page 5). 
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May 23 — General Meeting 
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California State Assembly Repre-
sentative Rebecca Bauer-Kahan will 
be the speaker on Thursday, May 23, 
for a dinner meeting at the Event 
Center. At 5 p.m. there will be a town 
hall/social with dinner served at 5:45 
p.m. The speaker will address 
attendees at 7 p.m. The dinner 
reservation form is below or is available at 
www.democratsOFrossmoor.org.  

In 2018, when Rebecca Bauer-Kahan 
announced her candidacy for California State 
Assembly District 16, it was widely believed 
she would not win. She was running against 
an incumbent who had held the seat since 
2014.  Rebecca was an unknown, and the 
incumbent had a solid base of supporters. In 
the months that followed her announcement, 
her presence at events here in Rossmoor 
impressed members of the Democrats of 
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Rossmoor, resulting in a number of 
individuals working on her campaign 
throughout the summer and fall. 
When all the votes were counted in 
November of 2018, Rebecca Bauer 
Kahan was the winner. 
Shortly after being sworn into office, 
Rebecca was appointed Assistant 

Speaker pro-Tempore by Governor Gavin 
Newsom. In February 2019, Rebecca 
introduced a comprehensive package of bills 
touching on a diverse set of issues. The first 
two bills, AB 1735 and AB1292, focusing on 
gun safety and protection for human-
trafficking victims, passed with bi-partisan 
support and are headed to the Senate for 
consideration. 
This event is open to everyone. Seating will 
be available for those who only wish to come 
for the speaker. 

DEMOCRATS OF ROSSMOOR DINNER 
Thursday, May 23, 2019, in the Event Center 

5 p.m. Town Square/Social — 5:45 p.m. Dinner — 7 p.m. Speaker 
Speaker: Rebecca Bauer-Kahan 

 
Member Name(s) _____________________________________________________________  

Guest Name(s) _______________________________________________________________  

Phone # ____________________________________________________________________  

Email Address _______________________________________________________________  

Reserve by May 17. Members and guests $38. Total amount submitted _________________  
                                                         Please make your check out to Democrats of Rossmoor. 

Put this form and your check in an envelope, and either: 
1. Mail to Jane Williams, 2200 Golden Rain Rd. #6, Walnut Creek 94595 
2. Or leave in the Democrats of Rossmoor mailbox at Gateway. 

 
Menu catered by Scotts: hors d'oeuvres; salad with mixed greens, cucumber, tomato, and poppy 

seed vinaigrette; rolls; garlic mashed potatoes; seasonal vegetables; chocolate mousse; wine; 
and coffee. Check one entree below per attendee: 

 

Chicken Sienna stuffed with wild mushrooms, leeks, Fontina cheese in poppyseed-Dijon beurre blanc 

Citrus marinated salmon and comfit of navel oranges with pesto glaze 

Vegetarian Wellington with wilted spinach and roasted tomato sauce 
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June 10 — Special Meeting 
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The DoR is again joining the Ross-
moor LGBT Alliance in sponsoring 
an appearance of Willie Brown, Jr., 
on June 10 at the Event Center, time 
yet to be determined. 

Willie L. Brown, Jr., was born in 
1934 into poverty in rural Texas and 
moved to San Francisco after 
graduating from high school. In 1955 he 
received a bachelor’s degree in liberal studies 
from San Francisco State College (now San 
Francisco State University), and three years 
later he earned a law degree from the 
University of California Hastings College of 
the Law (1958). 

Brown established a private legal practice 
and became active in politics. In 1964 he won 
election to the California State Assembly. In 
1980, he was elected speaker, a post he held 
until 1995. Retiring from the State Assembly 
due to term limits, he became mayor of San 
Francisco from 1996 to 2004.  

Widely regarded as the most influential 
African American politician of the late 
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twentieth century, Brown has been at 
the center of California politics, govern-
ment, and civic life for four decades. 
From civil rights to education reform, 
tax policy, economic development, 
health care, international trade, 
domestic partnerships and affirmative 
action, he’s left his imprimatur on every 

aspect of politics and public policy in the 
Golden State. As mayor of California’s most 
cosmopolitan city, he refurbished and rebuilt 
the nation’s busiest transit system, pioneered 
the use of bond measures to build affordable 
housing, created a model juvenile justice 
system, and paved the way for a second 
campus of UCSF to serve as the anchor of a 
new development that will position the city as 
a center for the burgeoning field of 
biotechnology. 

Today, Brown heads the Willie L. Brown, Jr., 
Institute on Politics and Public Service, where 
he shares his knowledge and skills with a new 
generation of California leaders. He is also a 
freelance columnist for the San Francisco 
Chronicle. 
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The May 29 Rossmoor Women’s 
Conference is sponsored by Rossmoor 
Counseling Services and is 1–3 p.m. 
in the Event Center. The $25 tickets 
are available at the main desk in 
Gateway. 

The keynote speaker will be award 
winning journalist, author, TV host, and 
web host Laura Ling. Ling has dedicated 
herself to exposing the world to critical global 
issues, including slave labor in the Amazon, 
women’s rights in the Middle East, and the 
energy crisis in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

In March 2009, while reporting on the 
trafficking of North Korean women, Ling’s 
personal story became international news 
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after North Korean soldiers along the 
China-North Korea border captured 
her and her colleague. Ling will share 
her experience of North Korea and 
the threads of humanity she saw as a 
captive. Personal intervention by Bill 
Clinton while on a trip in Korea 
resulted in her freedom after having 
been sentenced to 12 years in prison. 

Ms. Ling continued working on the Vanguard 
TV series until 2013. She will speak on her 
imprisonment, her efforts on behalf of women 
at risk all over the world, her current projects, 
and her view of journalism today. 

Food and beverages will be served after Ms. 
Ling's talk. 

May 29 — Rossmoor Women’s Conference 



The Rossmoor Democrat  May–June 2019 

 
5 Visit www.democratsOFrossmoor.org for more information 

2

• Kamala Harris, 54, senator 
from California, former attorney 
general of California, and 
former San Francisco district 
attorney 

• John Hickenlooper, 67, 
former governor of Colorado 
and former mayor of Denver 
 

• Jay Inslee, 68, governor of 
Washington state and former 
congressman 

 
• Amy Klobuchar, 58, senator 

from Minnesota and former 
Hennepin County, MN, attorney 

 
• Beto O’Rourke, 46, former 

congressman from Texas and 
2018 Senate candidate 

 
• Tim Ryan, 45, congressman 

from Ohio and former 
congressional staffer 

 
• Bernie Sanders, 77, senator 

from Vermont and former 
congressman 

 
• Eric Stalwell, 38, congressman 

from California 
 

• Elizabeth Warren, 69, senator 
from Massachusetts and former 
Harvard professor 

 
• Andrew Yang, 44, former tech 

executive who founded an 
economic development 
nonprofit 

Photos from the New York Times 

Not yet qualified: Wayne Messam, 44, Mirimar, 
FL, mayor; Seth Moulton, 40, Massachusetts 
congressman; and Marianne Williamson, 66, 
self-help author and new age lecturer 

June 26 & June 27 Democratic Party Presidential Debates 
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The first Democratic Party presidential 
candidates’ debates will be split across two 
nights, June 26 and 27, and will be broadcast 
on CNN from Miami. We will be viewing the 
debates live on: 
• Wednesday, June 26, at 5 p.m. in the 

Gateway Fireside Room 
• Thursday, June 27, at 5 p.m. in the Event 

Center 
Please bring finger food to share on June 26. 
Refreshments will be provided on June 27. $5 
wine and $1 soft drinks will be available. The 
following candidates have qualified to appear: 

• Joseph R. Biden, 76, former 
vice president and former 
senator from Delaware 

• Cory Booker, 50, senator 
from New Jersey and former 
mayor of Newark, NJ 

• Pete Buttigieg (pronounced 
Buddha-judge or Boot-a-
judge), 37, mayor of South 
Bend, IN, and former military 
veteran 

• Julián Castro (pronounced 
HOO-lee-AHN), 44, former 
Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development and 
former mayor of San Antonio, TX 

• John Delaney, 56, former 
congressman from Maryland 
and former businessman 

• Tulsi Gabbard, 38, 
congresswoman from Hawaii 
and Army National Guard 
veteran 

• Kirsten Gillibrand, 52, 
senator from New York and 
former congresswoman 
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Dear @GOP: 
You’re blocking the Mueller report. 
You don’t want us to see his taxes. 
You’re covering for him, lying for 
him, lying with him, evading, 
abetting, and betraying America. 
Again. And again. And again. 
We won’t forget. 
On Election Day we will remember. 
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Washington Post Fact Checker 
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The California State Assembly held 
elections in 2018 for all 80 seats. 
The Democratic supermajority in the 
State Assembly increased from 55-
25 to 60-20. Three Republican 
incumbents were defeated in the 
general election. 

Democrats in the California State Senate did 
not previously hold the minimum 27 seats 
needed for a supermajority. 20 out of 40 state 
Senate seats were up for election. Democrats 
increased their majority in the California State 
Senate from 26-14 to 29-11. Two Republican 
incumbents were defeated in the general 
election. 

Nationally, six state legislative chambers 
changed partisan control after the 2018 
midterm election, all from Republican to 
Democratic control. Democrats and 
Republicans ended up splitting control in one 
Democratic-held chamber—the Alaska House 
of Representatives. With the six Democratic 
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pickups (4 senate chambers and 2 
house chambers), and the Alaska 
House split between the parties, 
Republicans now control a total of 
61 state legislative chambers (32 
senate, 29 house), and Democrats 
control 37 (18 senate, 19 house). 
Democrats captured 349 additional 

state legislative seats over the 2017–2018 
election cycle. 

Before the 2018 election, 33 of the 50 
governorships were held by Republicans and 
16 by Democrats, plus Alaska’s independent. 
On Election Day 2018, 36 states held 
elections for governor, with Republicans 
holding 26 of them before the election, 
Democrats holding nine, and one held by an 
independent. Democrats flipped seven of the 
26 GOP-held seats. The 2018 results 
increased the total number of Democratic 
governors to 23 and reduced the Republicans 
total to 27. 

2018 Democratic Party Gains 
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From the April 29 Washington Post 
“Fact Checker Analysis” by Glenn 
Kessler, Salvador Rizz, and Meg 
Kelly: 

“It took President Trump 601 days 
to top 5,000 false and misleading 
claims in The Fact Checker’s data-
base, an average of eight claims a day. 

“But on April 26, just 226 days later, the 
president crossed the 10,000 mark—an 
average of nearly 23 claims a day in this 
seven-month period, which included the many 
rallies he held before the midterm elections, 
the partial government shutdown over his 
promised border wall, and the release of the 
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special counsel’s report on Russian 
interference in the presidential 
election. 

“This milestone appeared unlikely 
when The Fact Checker first 
started this project during his first 
100 days. In the first 100 days, 

Trump averaged less than five claims a day, 
which would have added up to about 7,000 
claims in a four-year presidential term. But the 
tsunami of untruths just keeps looming larger 
and larger. 

“As of April 27, including the president’s rally 
in Green Bay, Wis., the tally in our database 
stands at 10,111 claims in 828 days.” 

“During times of universal deceit, telling the truth becomes a revolutionary act.” — George Orwell 
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 2019 yearly dues are $20. 
Check One:  [     ] New member [     ] Returning member 

 
Name(s) ______________________________________________________ Date ____________  
Please print. 
Address _______________________________________________________________________  
 
Phone ________________ Email __________________________________________________  
 
Are you a registered voter at this address?  ______  As a Democrat?  ______ 

(We need this information for the Democratic Party, Region Two) 
Volunteer for any of the following?                          ___Voter registration  ___Event set-up 
On behalf of Democratic Party candidates & issues: ___Write cards/letters ___Phone ___Table 
Place your check (made out to Democrats of Rossmoor) and this form in an envelope and: 

1. Leave it in the Democrats’ mailbox at Gateway during office hours, 
2. Mail it to Sue De Carlo, 901 Terra California Dr. #6, Walnut Creek, CA 94595, 
3. Or bring the form/check to the Membership Table at any meeting. 

INFORMATION STATEMENT: The Rossmoor Democrat, newsletter of the Democrats of Rossmoor, is 
distributed six times annually to members and others expressing interest in The Rossmoor Democrat. 

Paid for by the Democrats of Rossmoor, P.O. Box 2070, Walnut Creek, CA 94595 
Not authorized by any candidate or candidate committee. 

Upcoming Events 

2019 Membership Form 
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June 3 Book Club: to be determined. Peacock 
Hall at 1 p.m. and 7 p.m. by Kamala Harris. 
MPR 2 at 3 p.m. 

 

June 10 Film: Documenting Hate. Peacock 
Hall at 1 p.m. and 7 p.m.  

 

June 10 Special event: Speaker Willie Brown. 
Event Center, time tbd. See page 4 for details. 

 

June 13 TGWD: cancelled 
 

June 16 Father’s Day 
 

June 26 Democratic Party presidential 
candidates’ debate: Gateway Fireside 
Room 5 p.m. See page 5 for details. 

 

June 27 Democratic Party presidential 
candidates’ debate: Event Center 5 p.m. 
See page 5 for details. 
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May 6 Book Club: Team of Vipers: My 500 
Extraordinary Days in the Trump White 
House by Cliff Simms. MPR 2 at 3 p.m. 

 

May 9 TGWD: cancelled 
 

May 12 Mother’s Day 
 

May 13 Film: Outfoxed: Rupert 
Murdoch’s War on Journalism. Peacock Hall 
at 1 p.m. and 7 p.m. 

 

May 23 General Meeting/Dinner: Rebecca 
Bauer-Kahan. Event Center, 5:00 p.m. Town 
Square, 5:45 p.m. dinner, 7 p.m. speaker. 
See page 3 for details. 

 

May 27 Memorial Day 
 

May 29 Women’s Conference: Lisa Ling. 
Event Center at 1 p.m. See details on page 4. 

“There is nothing which I dread so much as a division of the republic into two great parties, 
each arranged under its leader, and concerting measures in opposition to each other. This, in 
my humble apprehension, is to be dreaded as the greatest political evil under our Constitution.” 

― John Adams, The Works Of John Adams, Second President of the United States 


